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WAR CABINET 100 (39).

CGNCLUSI ONS of a Meeting of the War Cabinet held at 10 Downing Street,
SwW.1 oﬂFﬂdﬂg December 1, 1939, at 11-30 a.M, .

Present :
The Right Hon. Nevirre CHAMBERLAIN, M.P., Prime Minister (in the Chair).

The Right Hon. Sir Jomn Simon, K.C,,
M.P., Chancellor of the Exchequer.

Admiral of the Fleet the Right Hon.
Lorp CmaTFiELnp, Minister for Co-
ordination of Defence.

The Right Hon. L. Hore-BrLisHA,
M.P., of State for War.
The Right Hon. Sir SamuEL HOARE,

Bt., P.. Lord Privy Seal.

The Right.HDoi!r. ;"Iﬂuuu?w Hﬁmu
tate for orelgn
Affairs.

The Right Hon. Wmsron 8.
CrurcrILL, M.P., First Lord of the
Admiralty.

The Right Hon. Sir Kincsrey 'Woob,
H,.R, Secretary of State for Air.
‘‘Right Hon. Lorp, HANEEY,
Mmlstar without Portfolio.

The following were also present :

The nght Hon. sl‘-!rofilﬂsn!' W
Seoretary tate for
Hﬂm:a and ‘Minister of.
Home Security.
The Right Hon. E. L. Buraiv, M.P.,
Minister of Supply (Item 183).

Aijr Chief Marshal Sir Cyri L. N.
anm, Chief of the Air Staff.

N hiet of the Erlmﬁr?qlmm’ L Sadl

The Right Hon. Anmm Em MP,
 Becretary of State- for Dominion
. Affairs, 5

Sir Horace J. Winson, Permanent
Secretary to the Treasury.
Admiral of the Fleet Sir DupLey

Pounn, First Sea Lord and Chief of
Ha.m]_Staﬁ

Major-General L. Carr, Assistant

ief of the Imperial General Staff
(Item 18).
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The War Cabinet took note of the above statement.

The Wawal 2. The First Lord of the Admiralty saui that HM.S. Tried

Bituation. = had into .Stavan or 1 It was anticipated that she
(Previous wm]ﬁal,::md fmsa%,ermﬁvem * time. g
Reference: The Bnt.:lsh shi Sﬁm,fmst (2700 t.om} had been sunk by a
Oomckusions. course given to her, ANurwegmn B,ﬂﬂﬂtons which had
Minute 2) been in by the Contraband Control been struck
bynminanﬁthaﬂumbarandwasonﬂm. :
Referring to the Prime Minister’s atthﬂ revious
Meeting asmf:t} the arrangements for ﬂetfmry Pm the
Downs, the First Lord of the Admiralty sani t.ha.t 4 Fighter
nadrons were in readiness to interveme if the shipping were
attacked
(Previous In reply to a question, the Chief of Naval Stajf said that it

Raference: had not yet been possible to send a diver down to examine the

W.M. (39) 98th ggmtmnmtheﬂlrjda where a German submarine was reported to
cﬂnﬂluwl

i s The War Cabinet took nﬂt.e’of the above statement.
Tiegnatio Milnes. 8. The First Lord of the Admiralty t.hat the experi-
(Previous ments in connection with magnetic mines met with success.

Reference: Two magnetic mines had been detonated by different methods, one
W.M. (30) 97¢h  in the Firth of Forth and one in the Thames Estuary. Very hopeful
Conclusions, results had also been achieved by aircraft.

A TL) The Searetafy State for Foreign A ffairs said that the French
Ambassador had whether the Admiralty d issne a full
statement about these mines, explaining the taken by the

'Garmans thaaxtamoﬂhadnmnge andwlmt.weknewnbout-

mines. The Foreign Secretary said that doubts, possibly

ﬂg{;ﬂﬂd by Germany, had been expressed by certain neutrals,
Ambassador, hether there was

udi . as to w
In dmm' it was agreed that a Memorandum should be

issued on_this subject, althongh it. would be necsssary to consider

 very carefully how much should be said as to our knowledge of how
the mines. worked. There was plenty of evidence which we could
prodiite (hat themines had boan sown. by Germany. .




W.M. (30) 98th

Invasion by .
Boviet Union,

W.M. (30) 00th
Conelusions,

United Btates.

, Blst Dimmn, which had b the Bri

‘Chief, had now Been mtllﬂrﬂmﬂ nﬂ& its’ place ‘ta
 An advanoe quanaﬁlam mnmtm%anéfﬂuﬂimmm&.-
'150 other ranks, was uetoamveath]deraﬁul; tarthatday

TheWarUahmﬂtmoknmﬁthﬁabﬂwmt

5. The Secretary of State for Air said that he bad now
p in consultation with the Prime Minister and the Secretary
of te for Dominion Affairs, a draft rgpb' to Mr. Mackenzie
ngstalﬂgmmﬂﬂ.lﬂﬂfattmhadaaan ppendix to W.M. (39)
'“m%?“mﬁs read the draft reply, whch

tate e raft 1 wn.s

approved subject to the omission of its concludi
at the earhaat possible moment.”” It was felt
had they been retained, ht.havebennuaadlateron in support
of the contention that the tchnsfonﬂﬂaﬂmmmumm
tuted an adequate land effort on the part of Canada.

The War Cabinet :—

InﬂtedthePrlmeH:mstertumdthatelagrmaﬂ
approved to Mr. Mackenzie King. The text of this

ﬂﬁﬂplsattaﬂhedasanAppmduthhapmt
ns10ns,

6. The Secretary of Emts for War said that no important
military operations appeared to have taken place in Finland. The
Russians had crmsed the frontier at several places, and there had
been a number of sea and air humhardmant&

The Secretary of State for Fo 4 _fmrs said that he had
received a report that M. Tanner formed a new Government.
ThaUmt.edmgtateahadu.p tobathsldasmtobmnham
towns. In a conversation which he (the Foreign Secretary) had
with the Finnish Minister on the previous evening, he had
that there was a considerable state of confusion in Finland.

The Prime Minister ht that the resignation of the
Finnish Government was significant and very likely pmed'a
anrraudar to the Russian demands.

The Ssnmfﬂ of State for Foreign A ffairs drew attention to
Ma ami‘:}b&uﬁa& Mmm & t}r:lthleg% tadSHm
s or, , reportin t ni tates
Emim.sgy had waited. all night for mstn:ﬁatma from Washington
with regard to the Note, the text of which had been given to the
Press in, Washington the previous . - Instructions from
Washington had finally arrived at 8-80 that morning (the
30th November). When the United States Chargé d’ Affaires finally
handed the Note to the Commissar at the F y Office at 12-45
.that afternoon, the latter hadmmmad it, and had then made a
: ﬂtmmrkthntham” Bestn.tt.ha sical form.!”” He
; madamfuﬂhermmt.andhadnotr any promise of a

ThaUm’baﬂ StaheeEmhua}hadm Erfhermatmﬁmm




" consent, The Hmﬁhlimm rarfare had agreed in
principle o meet the Finnish request in regard fo the above an
gﬁrmphﬂu;?ﬁarmatterﬂ i arrs s had been made for a

| . ' : discussion to take place with the Finnish Minister that afternoon.
The War Cabinet took note of the ahove statement.

Germany, 8. The Secret 3}‘ State for wacﬁgn A ffairs drew attention
| Astituds towards £0 Te]ﬂgram No. sﬁ ated the 20th No r, 1939, from His
US.ER Majesty's Minister, Copenhagen, in which Mr. Howard-Smith
(Previous ted that the Danish Naval Secretary claimed to have well

Fobivanon: informed knowledge that Admiral Raeder and the German Naval
W.M. (39)98th  Staff were very strongly opposed to the idea of any further extension
Conelusions, of Soviet inlzuenm westwards, including Finland, which might
Minute 9.) jeopardise the German position in the tic.

The War Cabinet took note of the above statement.

Germany, 9. The Secretary of State for Foreign A ffairs drew attention
Possible. to the following mﬁmms reporting information which might have
T some bearing on probable German intentions :—

(Previous Telegram No. 237, dated the 30th November, 1939, from
Bederence: His Majesty’'s Minister, The Hague, in which Sir Nevile Bland
W.M. (80).98th mporﬁe(i that his French colleague had told him that he had
Conclusions, a strong impression that something was brewing for the

Minute 10.) 4th December, in order to celebrate the imposition of the Allied
decision to seize German exports. Aircraft were massing as
near as possible to the German-Netherland frontier. The Air
and Military Attachés had no confirmation of this rumour.

: Telegram No. 199, dated the 29th November, 1988, from
His Majesty’s Ambassador, Brussels, in which Sir Robert Clive

. that the Minister for Foreign Affairs had told him
that he considered the situation still very depressing. There
were now 50 German Divisions on the Netherland anﬁ Belgian
frontiers. In the last few days the Germans had been hinti
that Belgium need not concern herself with German-Netherlar
relations., This was being said to create opposition in Belgium
to the grant of assistance to the Netherlands.

 The Secre _of State for Foreign Affairs then gave

ing possible German intentions
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W.M. (39) B-Erth
Conelusions,
Minute 5.)

Unilied Statea of

Propaganda.

Italy.
Appreciation of
internal situa--
tion in Great
Britain.

3 _' AnglmFrmmh.mummmsm‘_” fo the
&%Eas&thapmpmnmnfoﬁﬂ i 'hadhaan

...' th
'hfpﬂurhm the'Waa' Cabinet at their ;ﬁmm & margin.

“added that, in guence, French Gmrnmaﬂt
desired that these discussions take place in Paris. {tha
Secretary of State) had mphad tha.t. a maeamg in Paris

agreeable to us, as soon as the material now being pref by

rt advisers was available. M. Corbin had inquired whether

wuu?e be possible for this meeting to take place on Monday, the
41;]1 December.

The Chief of the Air Staff said that it had not been
for the Chiefs of Staff Committee to conclude their consideration
uf this matter, owing to the absence in France of the Chief of the
perial General Staff who was, however, returning that day. He
wm:ld furmﬁ the Foreign Office with material to enable the
Secretary of State to give a definite reply to t]l-e communication
received from the French Ambassador.

The War Cabinet took note of the above statement.

11. The Secretary of State for Foreign A ffairs drew attention
No. 827 dated the 20th November, 1939, from His
Ma;eaty s Ambassador, Wi in which Lord Lothian said
that the reports of the continued sinking of British ships by mines
was having a _depressing effect on on in the United States,
and that opinion was being still fmmr depressed by reports that
British and French aircraft production was still far inferior to
tha.t of- {}erman and was not gaining d. Lord Lothian
I;Ea best counter-pro mﬂn wnuléi be for as full
ormahcm as ible to be given to nited States correspon-
dﬁ:ta in Inndonptﬁ mm w”::i'l""f mtl:ﬁl atf puhlmlt_v,r,B he
that ahmmong arrival of Briti 1 in Bri porta,
with particul the cargo carried, &o mm given to the
United States correspondents. - Further, if the dﬂmands of mlllt.a.ry
aacre;gr would permit, the aircraft produﬂr.lm stories should be

The War Cabinet :—
Invited the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to
consult with the Ministers concerned as to suggestion
made by Lord Lothian. :

12. The Sécretary aj' State for Fumgu 4 ffairs gave the Wa.r
Cabinet certain information which threw light upon the way in
which the Italian authorities viewed the internal situation in this
country. Particulars of this information are recorded in the -
Secrelarj"a Standard File of War Cabinet Conclusions. i

" The War anmﬂt&oknﬂeﬂithﬁmmtﬁytha
S-eumtargof State for ?otﬂgn Afa.lrs.




- increase of
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:;“gﬂ*‘ (1ii) Innp?;i]h E Ghmfa of Staff tt]; exmmm mpurt 311
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Richmond Terrace, S.W. 1,
; December 1, 1939.




APPENDIX.

_.Doummli AIR TRAINING Smu
(Minute 5.)
Telegram to the qut of Canada.

(Most Immediate.)

YOUR telegram No. 120 of 28th November.

The following from Prime Minister for Prime Minister :—

Begins: 1. T am teful to you for the full statement of your views,
which éﬁ"::ﬂy elariﬁm‘ﬁ?pﬁ?ﬁon. e

2. I am satisfied that no question of principle divides us. Our common
gpmhtothe lem, expressed most lyinmpermnalanﬂamt

egram of 3rd November, proceeds on the basis that is no thought on the
part of our Governments or our peoples of stinting or sparing our efforts or
resources, and that we are determined to throw ourselves into the war to our
utmost capacity. =
. 3. There are obviously limits to the efforts of which Canada is capable,

as, indeed, there are to the resources of all parts of the British Commonwealth,
and our common concern is to put these resources to the best use in the prosecution
of the war till victory is achieved.
- 4. 1 now understand that you consider it essential to publish the opinion of
the United Kingdom Government that the Air Training Scheme should have
priority in Canada’s war effort. This is, in fact, our view, and we have no
objection to its being made public provided that it is made clear at the same time
that we also attach very&':;ant importance, both from a military and a psycho-
logical point of view, to the presence of Canadian land forces in the theatre of
war at the earliest possible moment. :

5. We would therefore suggest that announcement should be in following
terms :(— :
‘“ The United Kingdom Government have informed us that, considering
resent and fuoture wml,&ir&m&n};&, they feel that participation in the Air
raining Scheme provide more effective assistance towards our

ultimate victory than any other form of co-operation which Canada can give.

At the same time, Lhemld wish it to clearly understood that they

t.haatram weloomenf no less ily the presence of Canadian land forces in the
war'!l




